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Cllr Tim Knowles, Chair (CCC), Cllr Elaine Woodburn (CBC), Rhuari Bennett (3KQ), Richard Harris (3KQ), Fergus McMorrow (CBC), Paul Feehily (CCC), Chris Shaw (CALC), Cllr K Hitchen (CALC), Sharon Walker (CBC), David Collier (Golder Associates), Bruce Cairns (DECC), Paul Gardner (Osprey Communications)
1. 
Apologies, Actions and updates from last meeting (Doc 84)

1.1 
Apologies from: Charles Holmes (ABC), Cllr Mike Davidson (ABC), Stewart Kemp (CCC), Cllr E Woodburn (CBC), David Moore (WCSSG), P Kane (GMB)
	
	7th July - All Actions complete except

	3.2. a
	Re: work item 1a(iii) Planning system.  Officers to discuss and review the item on the work plan and review timescale if necessary FM/SK/CH liaise with RB

	3.2. b
	Re: 1b(iii) on work programme for 3 Mar 2011.  Discussion and decision about whether to remove this item. CS/GR/RB

	4.1
	Re-circulate schedule of Engagement once dates have been confirmed.  RB


2. 
Updates

2.1 Discussion Pack.  3KQ is about to agree delivery arrangements for Connexions, CVS and potentially the WI (tbc) to deliver at least 75 discussion sessions during PSE2, using our standardised Discussion Pack and feedback form. Well over half of these will target young people, the others targeting existing groups, in particular those that were shown to have a low level of awareness in PSE1.
2.2 Newsletter.  Paul is drafting a newsletter to go out to all West Cumbria households once the BGS report is finalised. The tone of the newsletter addresses key feedback that the last leaflet needed to be more simple, interesting and attention-grabbing. The PSE Sub-Gp will develop the draft and then ask for comments from the Steering Group. We are keen to avoid the delays and last-minute alterations experienced with the leaflet last time: if we miss our delivery slot then we pay the full amount regardless. Paul will be in touch.
2.3 Communications Contract. Following discussion at the last Steering Group meeting, this procurement process has been restarted to let a contract covering the full service required by the Partnership over the rest of its life. This does not in any way replace the full engagement of local authority and CALC communications roles.
2.4 5 August Partnership meeting. The meeting is focussing on Inventory, and defining Credible Support. Against Inventory we are anticipating a presentation from NDA/DECC, and also 3KQ has commissioned an alternative view from Pete Roche, an ex-Greenpeace energy and environmental consultant. He will provide a critique of NDA/DECC's input on behalf of the Partnership.

2.5 NGO Engagement research. The NDA has completed its paper on overseas engagement of NGOs. However, Rhuari is asking for some clarifications to be added before it is circulated to the Steering Group for consideration. 

2.6 Quarter 1 finance closes.  With quarter 1 of this financial year complete, we will be reviewing the level and distribution of spend to ensure that future forecasts are as accurate and realistic as possible.  Timesheets from key partners are pending.  There will be some outstanding points which will need to be clarified.  Tim Knowles requested that the way in which the time recording for Members is done could be less onerous.  The need for evidence of participation in the MRWS process is necessary for DECC to secure resources from Government.

2.7 Evaluation contract.  This has now been appointed and announced. Wood Holmes' contract will only however be let once DECC have confirmed funding for this financial year.  Golder Associates will complete their work on and shortly after 5 August. Many thanks to David Collier for his independent evaluation, insights and advice over the months.
2.8 Community Benefits.  This sub-group are working on research and a desk study which may highlight some areas which would be useful installations or communities to visit.  The Community Benefits work is driven from the community aspect rather that physical structures.  The potential countries involved are Sweden, France & USA.  John Mathieson (NDA) has knowledge and experience in this area and it was suggested that he be asked to join a Steering Group meeting to look at a possible programme of visits or inputs. Action: RB
2.9 Decision-Making.  We are still struggling to find a date, although 6 August is looking promising. However, since the agenda is otherwise light for this Steering Group, we can at least start the conversation and progress it as far as appropriate. See Item 3 below.
3. 
Decision Making
3.1 Paper tabled by Richard Harris setting out the questions which have been circulating regarding decision making, both  for the Decision Making Bodies(DMBs) and also for the Partnership in developing its conclusions.

3.2 It is suggested that to make progress a task group of members and officers from the Steering Group meets to work through the partnership questions and issues in a process closely managed by 3KQ to ensure momentum is maintained.    The outputs of the work need to ensure clarity for Partnership members and clearly set out how the partnership can develop its conclusions agaist the existing criteria and related issues about timetable etc. 

3.3 Tim Knowles said that we need to work towards a common agreement about what the issues are, divergence of ways and interventions needed.  Paul Feehily will now lead the existing officers task group looking at the DMBs decision-making.  There will be difficulties for CCC if these issues cannot be resolved and clarified by their Cabinet meeting on 16th September. 

3.4 Paul Feehily outlined the outcome of the previous Officer meeting which had developed a process by which each participating DMB felt comfortable in moving forward and by which we would all reach deadlines at the same time. The next stage was to look at how differences of opinion between the Decision Making bodies could be resolved.  Richard agreed that the Key Questions part of the tabled paper relating to ‘Decision Making’ could be taken forward by the Officer Group. It was agreed that the two streams of work could be developed separately as long as they are bought together at some point to ensure integration. Action: DMB Officer group to meet again on 6th August (AM) Action: 3KQ to develop the strand of work on Partnerships development of conclusions, with a task group as suggested.

3.5 Keith Hitchen asked about the Terms of Reference wording and differences between that and the wording of the Memorandum of Agreement.  He queried the clarification of the term ‘make recommendations’.  Fergus McMorrow said that from the initial formation of the Partnership the intention had been for the Partnership to make recommendations to Councils.  Tim Knowles agreed that the Partnership should work towards a point in time when they could make a recommendation.  Fergus also commented that the terms of reference were a continual working draft which were left open and that ‘advice’ could be considered the same as a ‘recommendation’. Further consideration on this will be picked up in the work on decision-making.

3.6 C Shaw asked a question about the White Paper Annex c, c8.  Bruce Cairns said that this part of the White Paper relates to a Community Siting Partnership which is a stage that the Partnership has not reached yet.  Chris said that there are elements of this section which relate to the Partnership at this stage before the DtP. 
3.7 Picking up the related action 2. the previous notes ‘Meeting of Steering Group & CALC Executive’.  It was proposed that a meeting of Steering Group ‘Members’ meet with as many of the CALC Exec on 6th August 2010 2pm. Action: SW
3.8 In considering the way forward it was agreed that the two streams of work (DMBs decision-making process and Partnership development of conclusions) will need to be integrated and updates taken to the full Partnership as soon as possible
4. 
Geological Screening

4.1 Rhuari explained why he had suggested this item be put on the agenda.  Alun Ellis has been asked to attend from NDA and John Powell from BGS, to give an update and answer questions on the BGS work. 

4.2 The initial results from BGS have not yet been peer reviewed or finalised, however, this opportunity to see it would assist with communications and develop the format and accessibility of any future report for the wider community. 

4.3 This report has been issued to DECC, NDA, EA and our two independent Peer Reviewers.

4.4 The Steering Group members felt slightly uncomfortable with seeing the initial results before the rest of the Partnership (planned for 18th August when all Partnership members are invited to attend part of a Steering Group meeting) despite the benefit it would bring.  It was therefore decided that the BGS would not present to the Steering Group, but that the meeting would be closed early. Elected members left the meeting after items 5 and 6 below, leaving the officers and consultant support to discuss the initial work and its implications for communications. 

5. 
Any other business
5.1 Chris Shaw raised a concern about PSE2 Neighbourhood Forums.  The Chair of Gosforth & Ennerdale (Cllr N Clarkson) has requested a presentation to the Neighbourhood Forum in addition to the Community Meeting which would be taking place in that area.  The Partnership has said that they would be happy to attend any Neighbourhood Forum meetings if particularly requested and where diaries allow.  Action: RB write to Cllr Clarkson.

5.2 Paul and Rhuari will shortly be approaching the 6 Cumbrian M.P.’s to offer an update and briefing.  Logistics may mean that a face to face meeting, if one is requested, may be best convened in London.  Action: RB to keep Steering Group informed about search for dates.  
6. 
Actions

	
	ACTION
	WHO

	Agenda Item 2 - Updates
	

	2.8
	Overseas experience – contact John Mathieson with a  view to meeting to discuss international experience
	RB

	Agenda Item 3 – Decision Making
	

	3.4
	Convene DMB Officer Group on 6th August AM to progress Decision Making process
	SW

	3.4
	Convene meeting of Steering Group member and officers to look at Partnership development of conclusions
	SW/3KQ

	3.7
	Convene meeting of Steering Group member and CALC Executive on 6th August PM
	SW

	Agenda Item 5 – Any other business
	

	5.1
	Write to Chair of Gosforth & Ennerdale NF re attendance at Neighbourhood Forum
	RB

	5.2
	Brief Cumbrian M.Ps in writing, with offer of meeting.  RB to make enquiries and keep Steering Group informed
	RB
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